
READING MR. 
MOODY’S MAIL
New Inspira,ons for Living Witnesses from 
Dwight L. Moody





Moody Center is situated in an idyllic se1ng.  Our 
property is beau7ful all year long.  If you ever have 
an opportunity to visit Moody Center, to take a 
tour, or par7cipate in an event or the prayer walk, 
we are confident that you will come away with a 
renewed sense of God’s presence and a desire to 
dedicate your life to Christ. 
 
Please consider visi7ng Moody Center.  You can 
plan your trip by visi7ng www.moodycenter.org/
visit.  

AN INVITATION TO 
MOODY CENTER
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THE QUOTABLE MOODY
Dwight L. Moody had a way with words.  Sincerity, 
earnestness, and relatability were hallmarks of Mr. 
Moody’s preaching and wri=ng.  While many of 
D.L. Moody’s most inspiring statements are 
available online, there are hidden treasures amidst 
the Moody Center’s D.L. Moody Digital Archives.   
 
The quotes in this short devo=onal are all taken 
from Moody’s leEers.  Some are more mundane 
than others, but each serves as a window to the 
life of a man from Northfield who resolved to be 
overshadowed by God for the sake of the gospel.  
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“I have had the secret of a happy life and I found it 
was in making others happy.  And my earnest prayer 

has been for ten years that my  
children should enjoy it with me...”

-D.L. Moody

personal correspondence with his 
daughter Emma Moody
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COMPELLED TO SHARE
Included in a le+er to Emma Moody, Dwight’s 
Daughter, Moody demonstrates his desire to share 
what he has learned.  He goes on to speak 
specifically of caring for the poor.  Moody believed 
that our faith is evidenced by tangible acts.  While 
preaching the gospel was certainly one such act, 
Moody didn’t separate proclamaCon from service. 

Lord, teach us the joy of service.  Allow us, like Moody, 
to know the happiness that comes from helping others.  
As Christ gave Himself away for us, help us give 
ourselves away for you and others.  Amen.
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“My dear Lee, I wish you would have a talk with  
my cousin Miss Holton.  She thinkgs a good  

deal of you and I think you  
can lead her to Christ.”

-D.L. Moody 

personal correspondence with Mr. Lee
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THE RIGHT PERSON 
FOR THE JOB

Despite his prominence as an evangelist, Mr. 
Moody recognized that God did not use him 
exclusively.  Instead, God puts people into 
posi<ons to serve Him in unique ways.  Moody’s 
request not only reflects his desire to see Miss 
Holton hear Christ proclaimed, but His 
understanding that there is a right person to do 
God’s work.

Father, remind us that we are not alone in your work.  
Whatever ministry you’ve given us, there are others 
who labor with us.  Grant us the wisdom to see and 
encourage those you have placed with us to serve 
you in unique ways.  Amen.  
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A PLACE OF REFLECTION 
AND DECISION

Round Top (featured to the le1) was D.L. Moody’s 
favorite place on the Northfield Property.  On this 
small mound at the center of the Moody Center 
property those who aDended the Northfield 
Conferences would o1en spend Eme on Round 
Top reflecEng on the teaching and worship.  It 
became known as a place where many people 
made decisions about how the Spirit was moving 
them to serve the Lord.  
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“I am so thankful that I ever went into the field to do 
Chris7an work.  If I had a hundered lives I would 

surely conscecrate them all tothe service of my Lord 
and Master.”  

-D.L. Moody 

personal correspondence with Paul Moody 
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WITHOUT RESERVE, 
WITHOUT REGRET

Lord, give us a zeal to serve you.  Give us an 
enduring passion to proclaim your gospel, to 
evidence our faith in service, and to commit 
ourselves to becoming women and men of 
character.  Allow us to work for you without 
reserve and without regret.  We are grateful 
that you give us a purpose and show us 
where you would have us go.  Amen. 
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“I am yours in the work.”

-D.L. Moody

complementary close to a fundraising le3er to  
Mr. Trombridge
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LITTLE THINGS
When reading through the archives, some3mes D.L. 
Moody’s li;le turns of phrase are compelling.  A?er 
reques3ng funds for the Northfield Seminary, Dwight 
Moody offers this closing before signing his brief note.  

Lord, as we consider what it means to serve you, we are 
thankful that you are with us.  We are also thankful that 
you have given us the other members of the body of Christ.  
Help us to know that we are not alone in the work, but that 
we belong to those who partner with us in the work you 
have given us.  Amen.
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“When I was young, I thought it was hard that I had 
lost my father, but now I believe I would not be 

where I am if I had not been thrown on to myself 
early in life...”

- D.L. Moody

personal correspondence with Mr. 
Cooke of Northfield
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A LIKELY SERVANT

Dwight Moody grew up in poverty.  He possessed 
almost no formal educa:on and quickly learned the 
value of hard work.  When we consider what sort of 
training is required to be a minister these days, Moody 
would not have met the requirements.  Yet, God used 
him.  Moody’s background had a profound influence 
on the way he saw the world and shaped his ministry 
in profound ways.

Lord, may we not be blinded by our requirements and 
criteria.  Instead, give us eyes to see where your Spirit is 
moving and the trust to follow His leading even when 
we don’t fully understand.  Amen.  
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“Tell the boys I pray for them daily and am so  
pleased to hear that they have so good prayer 

mee7ngs...you can tell them I find 7me to  
pray for them and shall always be glad to  

hear from them and to hear that  
they are doing well.”

- D.L. Moody

correspondence with Ambert Moody
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Beginning with his work with the YMCA, con4nuing with 
his Sunday school ministry, reflected in his care and 
concern for his children, and ul4mately manifested in 
the founding of Northfield Seminary for girls and 
Northfield Mount Hermon for boys, Moody had a heart 
for the young.  In this passage, we see that despite his 
busy schedule, D.L. Moody made 4me to stay connected 
to his students in Northfield. 

MOODY AND HIS SCHOOLS

Father, give us a passion for the next genera3on church.  
Grant us the resolve to be present even in our busiest 
moments.  Remove those preoccupa3ons that might cause 
us to forget You or others.  Amen.   
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“I am convinced what this world wants is true men and 
women, not great men, but true and honest and upright 

persons that God can use...”

- D.L. Moody

correspondence with Henry F. Cutler
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WHAT THE WORLD NEEDS
In his le)er to Henry Cutler who was headmaster of 
Northfield Mt. Hermon, Dwight Moody expresses 
the convicAon upon which Northfield Seminary and 
Northfield Mt. Hermon were iniAally founded:  the 
world needs women and men available and prepared 
for God’s use.  The educaAon Moody envisioned was 
not simply intended to advance the social standing of 
students or to train them for a vocaAon, but to make 
them useful for God and the gospel. 

God, show us how we might par2cipate in raising up a 
new genera2on of women and men ready and willing to 
be used by You.  Con2nue your church.  Amen.
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“Go to your closet in secret prayer and there you 
will find piece to your soul.”

- D.L. Moody,

personal correspondence with George F. Moody
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PRAYER IN HARD TIMES
D.L. Moody wrote these words to his son George 
a4er the death of his wife.  He knew that even in 
the most challenging moments of life, God 
provides comfort in prayer.  Dwight Moody o4en 
wrote to those who were suffering, par@cularly in 
his own family.  His correspondence in those 
moments is both hearBelt and profoundly 
theological.  

Father, help us to remember you in the difficult 
6mes.  Let us not treat prayer as an a9erthought, 
but as an ac6vity in the urgent moments of our life.  
Remind us that our strength is in You.  Amen.
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“...the world has no charms for me when I look  
up, but the trouble with God’s children is  

they do not look up enough.”

- D.L. Moody

personal le*er to George Moody
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Father, forgive us for not looking up enough.  Transform 
our minds that we may remember that we are members 
of your Kingdom.  May our first thought be to come to 
you.  Amen 

LET US LOOK UP
Wri$en to George Moody a0er the death of his wife, 
Dwight Moody reminds his son that we are ci9zens 
of heaven.  Whatever happens on this earth is light 
and momentary when compared to the coming 9me 
when God will make all things new.  
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“I am sure the happiest days of my live have 
been when I have tried to do the will of God  

as far as I know it to do…” 

personal le*er to William R. Moody

- D.L. Moody
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Moody understood that he could never be sure he 
was not missing out on something greater that he 
could have imagined when seeking to forge a path 
apart from God.  In looking back on his ministry, it 
does not seem to me that Moody would prove his 
worth by poin=ng to the 100 million + people he 
reached with the gospel, the numerous students he 
helped to train, or the pastors he encouraged. Rather, 
he would have looked back on a life lived following 
God’s will and been content even if he had not 
reached a single soul. 
Lord, give us the courage to set our agendas and 
ambi4ons aside to do Your will as far as we know it to do 
that we might experience all that You have for us rather 
than se<ling for all that we can imagine. Amen.

...YOUR WILL BE DONE
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“I hope you will grow up to love the Bible...I would 
like to say of you as Paul did of Timothy that from 
your youth you have know the scripture for it is  

able to make you wise.”

-D.L. Moody

personal correspondence with William R. Moody 
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WHY THE SCRIPTURES
Dwight L. Moody spoke about the Bible o7en.  In this 
pasage to his son William, we gain addi=onal insight 
into Moody’s thoughts on the scriptures, but, perhaps 
more importantly, his passion to see others study God’s 
word with diligence.  He desired to see his son, and, I 
believe, all of God’s people embody the wisdom that 
comes from a deep knowledge of the Bible.

Dear Lord, thank you for revealing Yourself and Your 
wisdom to us in your word.  Compel us to study that we 
might become wise, faithful servants who proclaim and 
embody your word to a world that needs to know You.  
Amen. 
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WWW.MOODYCENTER.ORG

Moody Center is an independent, non-profit 
organiza4on dedicated to preserving the legacy of D.L. 

Moody from his home in Northfield, MA.
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